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	Diversity at SSCS
	At Sea to Sky Community Services, we honour this land through ongoing reflection and action. This includes learning the hard truths and present-day realities of Indigenous communities, recognizing the ongoing impacts of colonization, and building meaningful, respectful relationships with local Nations. We are committed to embedding cultural safety, accountability, and reconciliation into our programs, partnerships, and daily practices.
	We also acknowledge the systemic barriers and inequities that continue to shape access to services. As an organization, we are developing a society-wide equity, diversity, and inclusion strategy supported by dedicated resources and a comprehensive action plan. We know we are still on our journey not free from bias but every day, we commit to doing the work needed to build a more equitable, inclusive SSCS for all.
	We acknowledge with gratitude that we live and work on the unceded ancestral territories of the Coast Salish and Interior Salish Peoples, serving the Sea to Sky Corridor of the Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish) and Southern Stl'atl'imx Nations, including Lil'wat, Samahquam, Skatin, Xa'xtsa (Douglas), and N'Quatqua.

	A Message from our Leadership Team
	This year, we are deeply proud of what our teams and communities accomplished together.
	Across the region, we expanded services in ways that reflect the voices of the people we serve — strengthening belonging, increasing access, and building foundations for long‑term community wellbeing. We were honoured to receive the Squamish Chamber Business Excellence Community Builder Award, a recognition of the collective care and collaboration that shape our work every day.
	A major milestone this year was the opening of the Mén̓mens ta smánit childcare
	centre — a new, culturally grounded facility created through partnership with the District of Squamish, School District 48, and ChildCareBC. With 36 new spaces, it reflects our commitment to inclusive, high‑quality early learning guided by the BC Early Learning Framework.
	In Pemberton and surrounding communities, progress at Harrow Road continued, marking a future community hub where families, youth, seniors, and neighbours will have stable, connected spaces to grow, gather, and thrive.
	Youth leadership grew across the region, and the announcement of Foundry Sea to Sky — Pemberton marked a major milestone shaped directly by what young people told us they need.
	Our Early Years programs expanded with new childcare spaces, inclusive outreach, and a powerful second annual Skwxwú7mesh Early Years Conference. Intergenerational connection flourished through Better at Home gatherings, and our food systems work strengthened belonging across communities.
	Through staffing shortages and rapid growth, our staff showed remarkable resilience and care. As we look ahead to Harrow Road and the community hub it will become, we are inspired by the next chapter we’re building together.

	JAYE RUSSELL|Executive Director
	BOB DEEKS| Board Chair

	The Path Forward
	The 2024-2027 Strategic Plan guides our work toward strong, connected communities through people-centred services, resilient systems and sustainable resources.
	Our Vision
	A thriving community where everyone belongs.

	Our Mission
	To enhance the quality of community life and well-being by providing compassionate support services and critical programming to individuals and families at every age and stage of life.

	Our Values
	Respect
	Inclusive
	Compassion
	Collaboration
	Reconciliation
	We acknowledge with gratitude the support and
	leadership of our Board of Directors.
	Chair: Bob Deeks
	Vice-Chair: Sarah Carriere
	Treasurer: Anna Sanders
	Past Chair: Stephen Reichert
	Directors: Callum Wallace
	Cory Hartling
	Julia Black
	Laura Schemitsch



	2025/2026 IMPACT
	As part of our ongoing commitment to cultural learning and relationship building, staff participated in a Blanket Exercise with Elder Sam George. And 80+ children and 35 educators across our licensed early childhood programs learned directly alongside Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw Elders this past year.
	A Meaningful Contribution Across the Corridor
	We deliver a diverse portfolio of more than 42 programs and services accessed by thousands each year across Squamish, Whistler, Pemberton, Skwxwú7mesh, Lil’wat, and Stl’atl’imx Nations.
	3673
	395
	Understanding Our Reach
	229
	15%
	of Sea to Sky Corridor served

	57%
	of individuals served were children and youth

	35%
	increase in youth accessing recreational programming


	7566

	Visits per Community
	Visits by Age Group
	“Participating in the Blanket Exercise made history feel real and personal. I left with a deeper understanding of the impacts of colonization and a stronger commitment to continued learning and reflection.”

	70+
	staff attended a diversity workshop as part of ongoing training in equity
	To support staff in building cultural awareness and historical understanding, more than one‑third of our team took part in an immersive Blanket Exercise at our 2025 Employee Summit focused on the impacts of colonization.
	Guided by Elder Sam George Jr.,staff were led through a powerful timeline of Indigenous history, confronting hard truths, personal biases, and the systemic inequities that continue to shape access to services today.
	This training is one step in our ongoing journey to embed cultural safety, reconciliation, and inclusive practice across all Sea to Sky Community Services programs.


	Growing Understanding
	through Learning
	Early Years & Childcare
	Despite a childcare shortage, we’re nurturing strong starts for children and families by expanding access to high-quality early learning, opening new childcare spaces at Mén̓mens ta smánit, and strengthening cultural programming. We’re helping children blossom and families gain stability, confidence, and connection.
	Thank you Gurdava and Grace!
	Two significant retirements drew heartfelt community recognition, honouring the lasting influence of their contributions within the communities we serve.
	The 2nd annual Skwxwú7mesh Early Years Conference brought over 170 educators and partners together across the region.
	Auntie Eileen returned to the childcare program this year, sharing weaving, drumming, and dancing with children. Her stories and songs strengthened cultural connections and created meaningful moments of intergenerational learning.


	“When we nurture strong starts, children blossom.”
	new liscensed childcare spaces opened in Squamish.
	Infant and toddler spaces opened to address most severe shortfall
	$25M
	funded through the ChildCareBC New Spaces fund.
	The opening of the Mén̓mens ta smánit childcare  centre marks a major step in addressing Squamish’s childcare shortage, where only one in five children has access to a licensed space. Built in partnership with the District of Squamish and School District 48 — and supported by $2.5 million from the ChildCareBC New Spaces Fund — the new centre at Valleycliffe Elementary adds 36 licensed spaces for local families.
	The Sḵwx̱wú7mesh name honours the mountain that watches over children as they play and learn, symbolizing protection, care, and cultural connection. With the Honeybees and Hummingbirds programs now open, this milestone reflects what we can grow together: more spaces, more stability, and a stronger foundation for children’s learning and belonging.
	Children and educators across our childcare programs learned alongside Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw Elders this year, sharing bannock, weaving, drumming, and dancing. These teachings nurtured cultural awareness, belonging, and joyful connection


	“When we nurture diverse strengths, children grow with confidence.”
	We expanded outreach through new collaborations with Whistler Gymnastics, Whistler Adaptive, Whistler Legacy Sports, and the Whistler Library, while deepening connections in Pemberton through adaptive programming — including a young client independently riding an adaptive bike for the first time.

	Child & Youth Development Services
	Our Child Development programs support children through play based therapy, early intervention, and family-centered guidance. By meeting each child where they are and celebrating unique talents, we help build communication, motor skills, confidence, and connection, ensuring children grow into their abilities with support that honours who they are.
	“Staff are very welcoming, always integrating in conversations. I loved when they bring in outside resources like Pemberton Gymnastics.”
	ANNUAL REPORT


	Youth Services and Foundry Sea to Sky
	Youth Services and Foundry programming nurtures meaningful connections for young people through counselling, cultural programming, peer support, and low‑barrier wellness services. By creating spaces where youth feel seen and valued, we help them build confidence, strengthen coping skills, and navigate life’s challenges with a deeper sense of belonging.
	90%
	of youth felt valued, heard, and respected at the Youth Hub

	106
	new registrants to youth programming

	4,749
	total visits to youth programming
	“If youth aren’t sure what they need, they can just stop by and we’ll help them figure it out.”

	“When we nurture connection, youth feel seen and supported.”
	Foundry Sea to Sky’s launch of Primary Care Services made it easier for youth to get timely, judgment-free health support, connecting them to trusted clinicians and the broader services they need to feel well.
	Josie Osborne,
	Minister of Health
	Opening in Fall 2026, Foundry Sea to Sky — Pemberton will bring accessible, culturally grounded support closer to home, addressing youth concerns about isolation, transportation barriers, and knowing where to go. Programming has already begun with a continuous 12-week program at Pemberton Secondary School.


	“Building Skills, Confidence, and Community.”

	Community Living
	As active participants in our Community Inclusion programs, Sarah and Taylor set a goal to grow their skills and independence through competitive sport. All winter, they trained with determination — from dry‑land workouts to twice‑weekly ski sessions and local recreational races. Despite shifting dates and locations, they stayed focused and adaptable. Their perseverance paid off at the Special Olympics BC Winter Games, where they raced with confidence and earned strong results.
	Community Inclusion programs offer a wide range of opportunities for people to participate fully in community life and pursue greater independence at their own pace.
	From adaptive sports to cooking programs to employment placements, individuals practiced new skills and discovered new interests with empowering results.

	Food Bank &
	Food Systems
	Harvest boxes created through partnerships with Lil’wat Farm, Stewardship Pemberton Society, and Sea to Sky School District showcased food sovereignty in action. Youth helped plant, harvest, and share foods, turning hands‑on learning into nourishment for families and a living example of community‑led, intergenerational learning.

	“When we grow local food, we grow resilience.”
	The Pemberton Food Bank anchors a community‑built food system, connecting local generosity, rescued food, and regional partnerships to nourish children, families, Elders, and neighbours. Through food security programming we support farms, community gardens, and community groups, ensuring fresh, healthy food moves where it’s needed most.
	4560
	school lunches to Signal Hill and Pemberton Secondary School students.

	16.6k
	pounds of produce rescued and re-distributed . 

	280
	snack packs delivered to children over the summer school break
	“The Food Bank is more than a place to get food. It’s a community hub where people are known, welcomed, and supported with dignity.”
	This year $44,000 was spent on the purchase and distribution of culturally-relevant food such as indigenous-grown berries, fish, red meat, and non-dairy and gluten-free food options.
	ANNUAL REPORT


	Housing for All
	232
	affordable homes provided to 395 locals

	“When we grow places to live, we grow futures.”
	229
	individuals assisted to prevent homelessness through our outreach programs
	The Harrow Road Affordable Housing and Community Hub in Pemberton is deeply connected to place, partnership, and community. Throughout the construction process, leadership and staff saw firsthand how the new building will integrate within the local community, reinforcing that Harrow Road is a
	community
	hub in the
	making.




	More than a building
	We currently operate four affordable housing
	buildings in Squamish, with one on the way in Pemberton. By investing in affordable, inclusive housing, we help people stay close to their work, schools, families, and communities.
	“I got the email that I had been accepted a few days before I was going to be homeless. I cried. It was a huge weight lifted off my shoulders.”
	Following the “one year to occupancy” milestone in September 2025, housing applications for Harrow Road opened in March 2026, marking a major step forward in expanding affordable, stable housing in the Sea to Sky Corridor!
	ANNUAL REPORT


	Community Services Hub:
	Foundry Sea to Sky — Pemberton

	“When we grow support early, stability can take root.”
	Community Outreach Services
	Community Outreach Services meet people where they are, offering compassionate, practical support during moments of uncertainty or crisis. Through homelessness prevention and legal advocacy, our team helps individuals navigate housing challenges, access essential resources, and build the stability needed to remain safely connected to their community.
	Stable housing achieved — After more than ten years unhoused, the Homelessness Prevention team helped a client secure safe, stable housing. With ongoing supports, he has now maintained his home for five months and regained independence.
	“Thank you so much! I really appreciate your help to finally resolve my housing issue. It means a lot.”
	The Legal Advocate supported dozens of community members facing housing instability, including navigating the Residential Tenancy Branch, resolving disputes, and preventing evictions. This work directly contributed to keeping people housed, reducing stress on families, and strengthening community stability.
	ANNUAL REPORT



	“When we grow care,
	independence can flourish.”

	Senior Services
	Better at Home Sea to Sky provides seniors with the everyday support they need to remain independent and connected. Thanks to funding from United Way, we can offer housekeeping, grocery shopping, transportation, and friendly visits, that helps strengthens safety, reduces isolation, and helps older adults stay rooted in their communities.
	184
	Number of seniors we helped to stay independent and housed in their local community.

	4+
	Monthly trips connecting seniors with essential services and support.
	Our Better at Home and Outreach Services teams partnered together to support a local senior living with a disability to maintain their home. Using Better at Home funding, the team hired a professional cleaner and home organizing service to restore the client’s home to a safe, livable standard ensuring they could remain housed and connected to their community.

	“Watching youth and seniors laugh and learn together was the highlight of the day.”
	Better at Home strengthened intergenerational connection through gatherings that brought youth and seniors together for pizza, board games, and hands‑on tech support. Laughter was shared, questions were answered, and meaningful relationships grew building belonging across generations.
	ANNUAL REPORT



	With Gratitude to our Community
	of Supporters
	We extend our sincere gratitude to the donors, volunteers, businesses, foundations, and community partners whose generosity makes our work possible.
	Your support enables Sea to Sky Community Services to deliver essential programs and services that enhance the well-being of children, youth, adults, and seniors throughout the region. By investing in our community, you help create opportunities, strengthen resilience, and ensure that people facing challenges can access the support they need. Thank you for your commitment to building a healthier, more inclusive, and connected community.

	Friends of Sea to Sky Community Services
	Visionaries: Gifts of  $10,000+
	ECE of BC
	Food Banks Canada
	John Gordon Autism Foundation
	Randy Moffat and Laurie Stovel
	BC Capital Gaming Grants
	BC Housing
	ASPECT BC
	CATA Management
	CBC’s Make the Season Kind
	Pamela Moffat
	United Way of BC
	Vancouver Foundation
	RBC Foundation


	Leadership Circle: Gifts of $5,000 to $9,900
	Ending the Violence Association of BC
	FortisBC Energy Inc.
	The Home Depot Canada Foundation (Squamish)
	SLRD
	BCGEU
	Blue Shore Financial Squamish
	Tim Dattels
	District of Squamish
	Resort Municipality of Whistler
	Surerus Murphy



	Champion: Gifts of $2,500 - $4,999
	BC Liquor Distribution Branch
	Pemberton Valley Supermarket
	District of Squamish
	Hamilton Family Fund
	Interact Club of Pemberton

	Advocate: Gifts of $1,000 - $2,499
	Blue Shore Financial Pemberton
	Canada Summer Jobs
	Beth Haverkamp
	Nelson Hsiao
	Mountain Glass
	TM Builders
	Lyn Tyler
	Linda Zimmering
	Capilano University
	Tyler Collins
	Nellie Den Duyf
	The Home Depot Foundation
	Interact Club of Pemberton
	Mark Leverton
	Karla Lonnstrom
	Pemberton Lions Club
	Squamish Community Foundation
	Whistler Community Foundation
	Parkside Dental Group
	Cynthia K Patton
	Pemberton Women’s Institute
	Pemberton Youth Soccer
	Rainbow Electric Ltd.
	RBC – Squamish
	Rotary Club of Pemberton
	Royal Canadian Legion Br 201, Pemberton
	Squamish Lillooet Regional District
	Lorine van Voorst
	Village of Pemberton
	Whistler Community Services Society
	Woodfibre LNG

	Friends:Gifts of $500 - $999
	Blue Shore Financial Pemberton
	Allan Cheswick
	Catherine Wilson
	CUPE 779 Sea to Sky Support Workers
	CUPE Local 10
	Jennifer and Joseph Fisher
	Food Banks BC
	Darlene Glasner
	Kate and Phil Harrison
	Lynn Ledgerwood
	Lisa Hilton PREC
	Murphy Construction
	Michele Nash
	New Era Plumbing & Heating Ltd.
	Audrey Oberson
	Pemberton Secondary Senior
	Co-Ed Basketball
	Paul Vacirca
	Lisa Princic
	Deb Routledge
	Deboarh Ru
	Nicole Sjogren Family Fund
	Sea to Sky Optometry
	Susan Sonnenfeld
	Squamish Lions Club
	Sunstone Golf Club
	The generosity of Home Depot associates and customers has made a meaningful difference in the lives of youth across the Sea to Sky corridor.
	 The Home Depot Foundation is committed to preventing and ending youth homelessness across Canada, and Sea to Sky Community Services is proud to be a local charity partner through the Orange Door Campaign.
	Funds raised support a Peer Support Worker at Sea to Sky Community Services who builds trusting relationships with youth, helping them access resources, stability, and opportunities. Their support strengthens our shared effort to ensure every youth has the chance to thrive. 

	Special thank you to Jon, Ally, Shawn and the team at the Squamish Home Depot store.
	The Squamish Community Foundation strengthens the community by connecting local generosity with the causes that matter most.
	Through endowment funds, strategic grantmaking, and partnerships, the Foundation supports nonprofits, responds to emerging needs, and ensures today’s investments benefit Squamish for generations. Sea to Sky Community Services is deeply grateful for this ongoing support.
	Grants from the Foundation have strengthened a wide range of our programs, helping us meet evolving needs for individuals and families. Partnerships like this are invaluable, ensuring we can continue delivering vital services and creating meaningful, lasting change across the community. 

	Financials
	Highlights of the Fiscal Year Ending March 31, 2026
	Total Operating Revenue

	$18,221,839
	Total Operating Expenses

	$19,382,637
	2025–2026
	$19.4M

	2024–2025
	$17.4M

	2023–2024
	$15.8M

	2022–2023
	$13.9M
	$19,037,012
	Total Operating Expenses


	2022-26
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